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Like so many both of his ancestors and his descendants,
Selmi I was not only a poet, he was a friend and patron of
poets. While yet but governor of Trebizond, his court in
that province was a centre of attraction to men of letters,
and after his accession he continued to find his favourite
recreation in the society of the learned and the gifted. In
war as in peace, he loved to be surrounded by poets and
thinkers; and throughout both his Persian and Egyptian
campaigns his closest companions were two or three chosen
spirits with whom he could enjoy the pleasure of intellectual
converse.